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National Kidney Foundation of Illinois" 40th Annual
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The Power of Connection: Advancing Kidney Health

Saturday, the First of November
Two Thousand Twenty Five

Venue West
221 North Paulina Street, Chicago, lllinois 60612

6:00pm Cocktail Reception
7:00pm Program and Dinner

Emcee Regina Waldroup,
NBC 5 Chicago Anchor, Reporter

COCKTAIL ATTIRE. GUESTS ARE STRONGLY ENCOURAGED
TO WEAR A SPLASH OF ORANGE

RSVP ONLINE AT NKFI.ORG/GALA
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Sally Metzler, PhD
Sally Metzler, PhD will receive the 40th Annual Gift of Life Award in
recognition of her leadership in spearheading the COVID-19 Memorial
Monument of Honor, Remembrance & Resilience in Chicago’s lllinois
Medical District. Dr. Metzler'scommitment to commemorating the lives
lost during the pandemic resonates deeply with the NKFI community
as individuals with chronic kidney disease and those on dialysis were
disproportionately affected by COVID-19. By remembering thosewe
lost, acknowledging the ongoing health challenges within our
community, and expressing heartfelt appreciation for the healthcare
providers and caregivers, Dr. Metzler is creating a space for collective
healing while reaffirming gratitude for all front-line workers and
supporters who brought compassion and stability to kidney patients
during the darkest days of the pandemic.

af%/u’m/é ?MZ%W %/Mf/

Benesch Law
Through generous sponsorships, volunteer engagement, and
strategic legal counsel, Benesch Law has consistently demonstrated a
deep dedication to advancing kidney health and supporting patients
across the state. Their team has gone beyond financial contributions
by actively participating in events, raising awareness about kidney
disease, and providing valuable expertise that helps the National
Kidney Foundation of lllinois operate more effectively. Benesch's
steadfast support exemplifies what it means to be a true corporate
partner—driving positive change in the community and championing
the mission of the NKFI with integrity and compassion. For their
outstanding commitment and impactful partnership with NKFI, we
are proud to present Benesch Law with the Corporate Partner Award.
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Illinois Speaker of the House Emanuel “Chris” Welch
lllinois Speaker of the House Emanuel “Chris” Welch has been an advocate
for advancing the health of our communities throughout his tenure of public
service. He has consistently championed KidneyMobile® funding, expanded
access to transformative medical treatments and promoted educational
initiatives to strengthen the future health care workforce. We are grateful for
the State of lllinois’ continued investment in NKFI, enabling us to execute our
mission across the state. It is our privilege to present Speaker Welch with the
2025 NKFI Advocate Award.

Www/é&% of Ye (%M

2024 - Kimberly Gosell
Kimberly Gosell was named the 2024 Volunteer of the Year in recognition
of her unwavering dedication and multifaceted contributions to the
organization. Kimberly is a key contributor to the foundation’s outreach and
program initiatives, bringing a thoughtful and compassionate presence and
serves as a valued voice for fundraising strategies. As a Kidney Ambassador
and facilitator of Take Charge, she empowers patients with knowledge and
confidence, helping them navigate their kidney health journeys with clarity
and hope. Committed to the NKFI mission, Kimberly’s volunteerism exemplifies
not only leadership but also the heart and humanity that drive real change in
the kidney community.

2025 - Dr. April Kennedy

Dr. April Kennedy was named the 2025 Volunteer of the Year in recognition
of her exceptional dedication to kidney health education, advocacy, and
community outreach. Throughout the year, Dr. Kennedy volunteers with
KidneyMobile ® screenings, participates in numerous community health talks,
and lends her expertise in media appearances, all aimed at raising awareness
about kidney disease in underserved populations. Her enthusiastic and
consistent engagement help NKFI extend its impact across lllinois. Her ability
to engage diverse audiences captures the spirit of NKFI's mission. Dr. Kennedy's
blend of medical insight, compassion for those at risk, and commitment to
education make her an outstanding ambassador for kidney health.
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Host Commille

Curt Anliker
Marc and Jackie Bishop
Michael and Dreina Lewis
Pam McElvane, DMBA Media
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Dr. Deepak Mital

Drs. Tipu and Anita Chandra Puri
Mark and Judy Schwartz
Dr. Kareen Simpson
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Brian O’Dea, PRESIDENT
Curt Anliker, Vice PresipenT
James Easterbrook, Secrerary
Mark Schwartz, Treasurer
Jill M. Schaaf, IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Suneel Udani, MD, CHag,
PROFESSIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Andrew J. Aronson, MD, MBA, MPH
Barbara Grant Bereskin
Gavin Campbell
Amishi Desai, bo
Robin Gairns, KeLLos BoarD FeLLOW
Kimberly Gosell
Divya Jain, DO
Gregory Kent
Holly Mattix-Kramer, MD, MPH
Pamela A. McElvane, MBA, MA, PCC
Deepak Mital, MD, MBA, FACS, FRCS
Juan Morado, Jr.

Tipu Puri, MD, PhD

Mike Schrader
Andres Serrano, MD
Robyn Sexton, MBA
Kareen Simpson, MD
Susan V. Sullivan
Amanda Tilton, DNP, MSN, MBA, RN
Kevin Vasser

LIFETIME TRUSTEES
Darlene and Carl Chaleff
Sandy Kagan-Angell
Richard Noel
Alyta and Ronald lan Reicin
Marlene Nortman Rubenstein

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop, FACHE



The 40th Annual Gift of Life Gala theme, “The Power of Connection:
Advancing Kidney Health,” reflects the National Kidney Foundation
of lllinois's unwavering commitment to harnessing innovation,
technology, and human relationships to improve the lives of those
affected by kidney disease. In an increasingly digital world, the
Foundation recognizes that meaningful connections—between
patients and providers, communities and care, research and real-
world solutions—are essential to progress. From leveraging digital
tools to reach underserved populations, to fostering collaborative
networks among healthcare professionals and patients, this year’s
theme highlights how connection drives education, access, and
ultimately better outcomes. By embracing both high-tech solutions
and the power of personal relationships, the NKFI continues to bridge
gaps and move kidney health forward.

RSVP by giving us a call at 312.321.1500,
online at nkfi.org/gala,
or by scanning the QR code below.
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The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois improves the health and
well-being of people at risk for or affected by kidney disease through
prevention, education and empowerment.

Thank you for making a difference in the fight against kidney disease.

NATIONAL KIDNEY
FOUNDATION.
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