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Investing in Kidney Health
We express appreciation to everyone engaged with our mission during 
this past fiscal year. As we continue to emerge from the pandemic, 
identifying new opportunities to reach and positively impact our kidney 
communities and to activate all components of our mission requires a 
collective resolve, reevaluation, and reinvestment in resources. Kidney 
disease did not take a break.  COVID-19 contributed to an increase in 
acute kidney injuries, a residual increase in chronic kidney disease, and 
health challenges to those with immunocompromised systems - like 
kidney transplant recipients. Within Illinois, approximately 3 million 
people are at risk for kidney disease and 34,000 people are in kidney 
failure, requiring dialysis or living with the life-saving gift of a kidney 
transplant. There is a strategic imperative to change the trajectory of 
kidney disease towards kidney health. 

As we focused on strategies to enhance our impact, we conducted 
a “listening tour” with key stakeholders. We identified the need to 
amplify the educational messages surrounding prevention, early 
detection, moving kidney care up the continuum, expanding treatment 
options for patients, and supporting research to improve the health 
and well-being of persons at risk for or affected by kidney disease. The 
health equity challenges surrounding kidney disease further refined 
our communication strategy to target our messaging, education, 
screening, and outreach to the most at-risk communities throughout 
the State of Illinois. Forming new partnerships, strengthening our 
collaboration with existing partners, and initiating a formal public 
relations campaign defined our strategy and engagement. 

During the fiscal year, NKFI participated as a community organization in 
the Illinois Public Health Association’s COVID-19 Pandemic Navigator 
program in 3 regions within the State.  We partnered with Baxter, Inc. 
in a pilot project to help develop Black K.A.R.E.: a resource that focuses 
on kidney health in the Black community. In the Fall, NKFI launched 
Kidney Health For LifeSM, a focused campaign to educate people of 
color on what kidney disease is and promote healthy kidney nutrition 
and lifestyle practices. Understanding the importance of hearing, 
receiving, and developing strategies to expand and enhance our 
community impact, plans were initiated to form our inaugural NKFI 
Community Advisory Board.  

We could not launch these valued initiatives without the support of our 
board, staff, donors, and partners. We appreciate your engagement in 
the mission, and we invite new partners on the journey as we support 
our kidney communities and engage in strategies to promote Kidney 
Health for LifeSM. 

Sincerely,  

Jill M. Schaaf    
NKFI Board President

A MESSAGE FROM 
LEADERSHIP

Jacqueline Burgess-
Bishop, FACHE
CEO- NKFI



NKFI STATS 
AT A GLANCE

4545KIDNEYMOBILE® SCREENINGS HELD STATE-WIDE
    1,3931,393  PARTICIPANTS SCREENED for kidney disease, diabetes & hypertension
                53%53% with at least one ABNORNAL RESULT
          

participants attended 
our HYBRID PATIENT 
PROGRAMS held in-
person and virtually 

$129,000$129,000
participants (virtual and in-
person) attended the 2021 
WALK FOR KIDNEYS

RENAL PROFESSIONALS 
attended hybrid continuing 
education events, held in-
person and virtually

3232  partnerships with Illinois COMMUNITY-
BASED ORGANIZATIONS                                                               

15,000+15,000+  PEOPLE REACHED through 41 
community outreach events 

1,0001,000
426426

2,0242,024
awarded in 
RESEARCH GRANTS



STORIES OF 
IMPACT

The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois pursues its mission of Prevention, 
Education and Empowerment through the efforts of volunteers, advocates, 
community partners, and members of Team Kidney. Together, we work to 
create new resources for patients and families affected by kidney disease, 
and drive the future of treatment, research, and community health.



ENCOURAGING PREVENTION 
NKFI partnered with Baxter, Inc. as the subject matter 
expert for their Black K.A.R.E (Kidney Awareness 
Resources and Education) project. Baxter’s goal to 
raise awareness about kidney disease in the Black 
community led them to partner with The Central Area 
of The Links, Incorporated. Members of The Links are 
the “boots on the ground”, tasked with sharing kidney 
health information provided by NKFI and Baxter.  

NKFI created an online facilitator training module, 
facilitator handbook, and website as a toolkit for The 
Links to use as they take the message of kidney health 
into their communities. 1300 Links members were 
trained in total. Six of the Illinois Chapters hosted 14 
KidneyMobile® screenings, contributing to the more 
than 51,000 people reached across 15 states. 

The Black K.A.R.E initiative aims to improve kidney 
health in the Black community, encourage early 
diagnosis and intervention of chronic kidney disease, 
its risk factors, complications and treatment. The goal 
is also to reduce the risk of kidney failure and improve 
outcomes for those living with chronic kidney disease.

Pictured l-r NKFI CEO Jackie Burgess Bishop  with Links, 
Inc. sisters Karen Ortman, and Avis LaVelle



Team “Do It For Don” were the 
2021 Walk for Kidneys top 

fundraisers! They raised a total of 
$19,294 in honor of Don Shapiro 

(fourth from left, red hat) who 
is still waiting for his life-saving 

kidney transplant. 



EDUCATING EVERY CORNER OF ILLINOIS
NKFI participated in the Illinois Public Health Association 
(IPHA)/Illinois Primary Health Care Association (IPHCA) 
COVID-19 Pandemic Health Navigator (PHN) Program. 
The PHN Program integrated community health 
centers, community-based organizations, and public 
health partners to coordinate resources for vulnerable 
populations impacted by COVID-19. NKFI served 29 
counties throughout Illinois (in Regions 4, 5, and 9) and: 

• Participated in 28 outreach events to provide 
information and education about kidney health 
and COVID-19 

• Partnered with 23 community-based organizations 
to host 26 KidneyMobileTM screenings

• Foundation Dietitian Dr. Melissa Prest facilitated a 
lunch and learn to discuss kidney-healthy eating.    

• Distributed approximately 1,045 IPHA outreach 
kits containing personal protective items (masks, 
hand sanitizers) and information about kidney 
disease, COVID-19, vaccines, and the impacts of 
COVID-19 on kidney health 

• Responded to 131 resource request referrals from 
individuals impacted by COVID-19 

Pictured, l-r: Jowanna Whitfield, NKFI contractor in Region 
5 and NKFI Program Manager Angelique Marseille. 



Every Wednesday, NKFI 
Outreach team members bring 
information about kidney health 

to the Mexican Consulate in 
Chicago.  People waiting for 

services are able to learn more 
about NKFI and its programs. 
The Mexican Consulate is a 

valued partner in speading the 
message of kidney health. 



The NKFI’s Kidney Health For LifeSM 
campaign was launched in October 2021 
with the goal of enhancing our presence in 
Black, African American, Hispanic, and Asian 
communities and carrying our message to a 
wider audicence via community engagement, 
faith-based outreach, digital media, social 
media influencers and traditional media to 
get tested, schedule regular doctor visits 
and embrace healthy nutrition and lifestyle 
practices. 

One key component of the campaign is 
community health talks that are  held at places 

of worship and community events in key cities 
throughout Illinois. Participants get first-
hand information from doctors and medical 
experts and when possible, experience 
delicious cooking demonstrations.

Through this campaign, NKFI is elevating 
our commitment to close the information 
gap on understanding this disease and its 
risks, serving as a relevant and accessible 
resource on what you need to know about 
kidney disease and starting the conversation 
on kidney disease prevention and healthy 
lifestyle choices.

EMPOWERING NEW AUDIENCES



The 36th Annual Gift of Life Gala 
theme was “Bridging the Gap to 
Kidney Health.” Dr. Ngozi Ezike, 
the now former director of the 

Illinois Department of Public Health, 
received the Gift of Life Award for 
her resilient leadership during the 
pandemic and her support of the 

KidneyMobileTM program. 



Making information about diet, healthy living, 
and prevention free and accessible to all is of 
the highest priority.  NKFI offers free dietary 
consultations to all through our Foundation 
Dietitian, Dr. Melissa Prest.  Dr. Prest is an 
accomplished and widely-published renal 
dietitian. Through her consultations, CKD 
patients, transplant candidates, and even a 
few potential living donors have accessed 
the dietary information needed to improve 
their health outcomes. 

Latino and Hispanic Americans statistically 
have higher instances of chronic kidney 
disease. Increasing access to preventative 
information in Spanish speaking communities 
is key in helping to bring those numbers 
down.  Salud Renal y Mas, a monthly show on 
Facebook, and El Viaje Continua, a podcast, 
are produced entirely in Spanish, reaching 
audiences where they are. 

Pictured: Foundation Dietitian Dr. Melissa 
Prest sharing nutritional information with 
World Kidney Day participants. 

INCREASING ACCESS AND AWARENESS 



In October 2021, Village of 
Willowbrook Mayor Frank Trilla and 

his family hosted a fundraiser at 
their family business, King Car Wash 
in Westmont, that benefitted NKFI. 

Between car wash proceeds and 
silent auction sales, the fundraiser 

raised nearly $70,000! Six Trilla family 
members are transplant recipients 

and four are living donors.  



OUR FINANCIAL 
OVERVIEW

When you give a gift to the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois, you 
impact thousands of lives across the state of Illinois. Your support for 
our mission allows us to provide free community health programs, drive 
research, and advance patient care and treatment. 



CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions & Bequests $380,280
Special Events $714,773

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
Government Grants $628,446
Program Services $532,912

Total Grants & Contributions $2,256,411
OTHER REVENUES

Other $255,420
Net Investment Gain $28,903

Total Other Revenue $284,323

TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT
$2,540,734

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Total Income
$2,540,734

Total Expenses
$2,894,349

OPERATING EXPENSES
Program Services $2,275,650
Fundraising Expenses $388,438
Management & General $230,261

TOTAL EXPENSES
$2,894,349

EXPENSES

TOTAL YEAR-END NET ASSETS*
$8,319,796

*The net assets of a nonprofit organization are the value 
of the organization’s assets minus its liabilities



$20,001+
Anonymous
Mr. Richard Horwich Exec 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul & Joan 

Rubschlager Foundation
Mr. Christopher Killackey
Mr. Frank Trilla

$10,001- $20,000
Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation
Ms. Christy Banhart 
Dr. Holly Kramer MD
Mr. Dean Lundquist
Mr. Richard Noel 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. Schwartz
Ms. Robyn Sexton 
Zell Family Foundation

$5,001-$10,000
Mr. and Mrs. Steve & 

Christa Leyendecker
Mr. Paul Loeb 
Noel Foundation
Mr. Tony Rettino 
The Richard James McCann 

Foundation
Ms. Jill Schaaf
Mr. Andrew Weil 
Ms. Debbie Thompson-Widmer 
Mr. Ben Winger

$2,501-$5,000
AbbVie Foundation Employee 

Engagement Fund
Dr. Akash Ahuja MD 
Mr. Roger Archibald
Arthur J. Gallagher Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Grant Bagan 

Baxter International Foundation 
Matching Gift Program

Dr. Anthony Chang MD 
Ms. and Mr. Susan & Tom Craner 
Mr. Lenny Dacanay
Mr. Jerry Dentinger 
Mr. and Ms. Peter & Linda Di Donato 
Mr. Mitchell Giliano
Dr. and Ms. Ron & Diane Hamburger
Ms. Gayle Hayek
Ms. Sheila Hetu
Mr. Miguel Mendez Jaquez
Mr. Cory Jensen
Dr. Stephen Jensik MD
Mrs. Bernadette Jones 
Mr. Christopher McClure
Mr. Tom Mills 
Dr. Arthur Morris MD
Mr. and Mrs. Brian & Cindy O’Dea 
Mr. John Rickert
Ms. Susan Sullivan

$1,000-$2,500
Mr. Jason Abbott
Ms. Maria Aguado
Dr Tunji Alausa MD
Mr. Joe Almeida
Ms. and Mr. Kristine & 

Bruce Amborn
Mr. and Ms. Curt & Dana Anliker 
Arvey Foundation
Mr. Thomas G. Baker 
Mr. Robert A. Bartell
Dr. and Ms. Arnold & 

Sharyn Berns MD
Mr. Adam Bleibtreu
Mr. Duncan Bourne
Mr. Nathan Brown
Dr. Wendy Brown MD

Mrs. Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop
Mr. Gavin Campbell
Ms. Brooke Carter
Dr. Arlene Chapman MD
Dr. Saurabh Chawla MD
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cizzon
Mr. Jackson Craig
Mr. Jeffrey Crane
Dr. Paul Crawford MD
Mr. Tim Cummins
Dr. Ravi Damaraju MD
Mr. Aiden Dambro
Ms.. Evan Danner
Mrs. Joan Deslauriers
Ms. Kathryn J Doty
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas & 

Deborah Egan
Ms. Audrey Vivian Eisenmann
Mr. Fred Fisher
Ms. Donna Foster
Mr. and Mrs. Michael 

& Linda Gallalee 
Mr. Rayn Garino
Mr. Michael Grieve
Dr. Ashutosh Gupta MD
Mr. Todd Halperin 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark A & Deanna 

L Harbison 
Ms. Kathryn Hart
Mr. Nicholas Heuer
Ms. Worth Hill
Ms. and Mr. Tsch & Tom Hunter
Ms. Fran Jurkovic
Mr. and Ms. John & Jeanne Kett 
Kovler Family Foundation
Mr. Scott Lang
Ms. Dreina Lewis
Mr. Brian Littleton
Ms. Marylin J. Marrinson

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce & Teri Mason 
Ms. and Mr. Sallye & David Mason 
Mr. Amit Mehta
Mr. Mark Milligan
Dr. Steven F. Mischel DO
Dr. Deepak Mital MD
Ms. Theresse Mortel
Mr. Richard Morton
Ms. Margaret O’Connor
Mr. Lawrence A. Oberman
Pajwell Foundation
Dr. Chirag Patel MD
Dr. Lisa Pillsbury MD
Mr. Ira A Post
Dr. Tipu Puri MD PhD
The Quaggin-Smith Family
Dr. Naveen Reddy MD
Mr. and Ms. Jim & Alyne Rolfe
Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Rosenau
Mr. Salvatore Roti
Samuel Weinstein Family 

Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold Sider
Mr. and Ms. Steve & Jan Sider
Dr. Kareen Simpson MD
Mr. Russell P Smith
Ms. Kaylee Sokol
Mr. David D Stachan
Dr. Manish Tanna MD
Ms. Jo Ann Tillman
Mr. Barry Trilla Sr
Ms. and Mr. Cindy & Keith Turner
Mr. Jeff Venable
Mr. Jeremy Watson
Mr. Walter Wilinsky
Mr. Jim Wolfe

INDIVIDUALS, TRUSTS & FAMILY FOUNDATIONS



$100,001+
Baxter Healthcare Inc.
Illinois Public Health 

Association, Inc 
Treasurer of the State of Illinois

$20,001-$100,000
Associates in Nephrology
DaVita/Total Renal Care
Fresenius Medical Care
Horizon Therapeutics
Katten, Muchin, Rosenman 

Foundation, Inc.
King & Spalding
Loyola University Medical Center
NANI
NxStage Medical, Inc.
UI Health

$10,001-$20,000
Advocate Aurora Medical Center
AlixPartners, LLP
CBIZ Private Equity Advisory
CIBC
Crowe LLP
EPIQ Systems, Inc.
Fox Rothschild LLP
FTI Consulting, Inc.
Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue 

Donor Network
Goldberg Kohn LTD
Horizon Pharma
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Mayer Brown LLP

Oak Hill Advisors
Paul Hastings, LLP
Plante Moran
PNC Business
Prairie Capital
Ropes & Gray LLP
RSM US, LLP
Sidley Austin Foundation
Sirius
SRS Acquiom
Stretto
Winston & Strawn LLP

$7,501-$10,000
AstraZeneca
Chartwell
Frontage Search Partners LLC
Huron Consulting Group
Ice Miller
RPA Advisors, LLC
Sanofi Genzyme
Stout
White Wolf Capital
Wintrust Financial Corp.
Wynnchurch Capital

$5,001-$7,500
Alliant Insurance Services, INC.
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc.
BDO
CareDx
Cook County MEDS
DLA Piper LLP
Enterprise Fleet Management, 

Inc.

Hyatt Regency Chicago
Hylant
Latham & Watkins LLP
Livingstone Partners
Merit Capital Partners
Newmark Knight Frank
Northleaf Capital Partners
Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, 

Inc.
Pentec Health Inc.
Prime Clerk LLC
Proskauer Rose LLP
Reed Smith LLP
Wells Fargo Capital Finance

$2,501-$5,000
Akebia Therapeutics
Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Amgen
Ardelyx
Avison Young USA Inc
Gordon Bros Steel Warehouse

Inc
Image Systems and Business 

Solutions LLC
Kroll Corporate Finance
Liberty Mutual
Lockton Companies
McGuireWoods
Mom’s Meals
Morgan Stanley
Northwestern Medicine
St Philip Lutheran Church
The Links, Inc - Central Area

$1,000-$2,500
Alden Lakeland
Azura Cares
Bank Of America
Bayer Corporation
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & 

Aronoff LLP
Burr Ridge Police Department
City Capital Advisors LLC
CMGRP, Inc.
Dialyze Direct
Equifax
Georgiou
La-Co Industries, Inc.
MalinHughes
Mid-America Transplant Services
National Dialysis Accreditation 

Commission
Organ Recovery Systems
Preferred Network Access, Inc
Prolifiq
RB Property Investments LLC
Storino, Ramello & Durkin
Sullivan Funeral Home, P.C.
The Huntington National Bank
Thrall Enterprises, Inc.
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Travere Therapeutics
Troutman & Dams LLC
University of Chicago
Valuation Research Corporation

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS & EMPLOYEE FUNDS



KEY
STAKEHOLDERS

The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois is able to improve the lives 
of patients and families touched by kidney disease with the help of our 
supporters, volunteers, and board leadership. Their passion and generosity 
creates valuable patient resources, bringing Illinois one step closer to a 
future free from kidney disease. 



NKFI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Physicians, medical experts, business leaders, patients, and caregivers make 
up the FY2022 Board of Directors. They offer their expertise, guidance, and 
personal experiences to enrich the NKFI. 

Jill M. Schaaf, President

Brian O’Dea, Vice President
Nephrology Associates of Northern 
Indiana & Illinois 

Pamela A. McElvane, MBA, MA, 
PCC, Secretary
Diversity MBA Media 

Susan V. Sullivan, Treasurer 
Mercer

Tipu Puri, MD, PhD, Immediate 
Past President 
University of Chicago Medicine

Shubhada Ahya, MD
Northwestern Memorial Hospital  

Curt Anliker
National Dialysis Accreditation 
Commission

Andrew J. Aronson, MD, MBA, 
MPH
Pediatric Nephrologist

Divya Jain Arwindekar, DO  
Loyola University Medical Center

Gavin Campbell  
Baxter International Inc.

James Easterbrook
Fresenius Kidney Care 

Renee Fung, RD, CSR, LDN, 
ICRN Chair*
Concerto 

Gregory Kent  
Red Bull

Holly Mattix-Kramer, MD, MPH   
Loyola University Medical Center

Sydney Lane 
Kellogg Board Fellow

Deepak Mital, MD, MBA, FACS, 
FRCS 
Advocate Christ Medical Center

Juan Morado, Jr. 
Benesch

Shauna Phillips, LCSW, 
ICNSW Chair** 
Fresenius Kidney Care

Mike Schrader  
NxStage

Mark Schwartz  
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management

Andres Serrano, MD  
Mount Sinai Hospital

Robyn Sexton, MBA  
Phabulous Foods, LLC

Dinee Simpson, MD 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital

Kareen Simpson, MD  
Associates in Nephrology

Amanda Tilton, DNP, MSN, 
MBA, RN 
DaVita

Kristin Martin Uebel, MBA, MM, 
HEA, BSN, RN, CNN, 
ICNNT Chair***  
Renaissance Management 
Company

*Illinois Council on Renal Nutrition
**Illinois Council of Nephrology Social 
Workers
***Illinois Council of Nephrology Nurses 
and Technicians



PROFESSIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 
LEADERSHIP
Suneel Udani, MD, Chair 
Nephrology Associates of Northern Indiana 
and Illinois

Shubhada Ahya, MD, Immediate Past Chair 
Northwestern University Medicine

Sanjeev Akkina, MD, Research Chair
Loyola University Medical Center 

Benjamin Ko, MD 
University of Chicago 
 
Stephen Korbet, MD 
Rush University Medical Center 
 
Veeda Landeras, MD 
Associates in Nephrology

Claudia Lora, MD 
University of Illinois Health

Tammy Poma, NP 
University of Chicago Medicine

Madhav Rao, MD 
Associates in Nephrology

Ana Ricardo, MD, MPH, MS 
University of Illinois Health

Kavitha Vellanki, MD 
Loyola University Medical Center

MIDDLE MARKET OPEN 
LEADERSHIP

Christopher McClure, Chair
Crowe LLP 

Jim Rolfe, Co-Vice Chair
CIBC 

Dan Kehoe, Co-Vice Chair
Goldman Sachs

Amit Mehta, Immediate Past Chair
Paul Hastings, LLP 

Duncan Bourne, Executive Committee
Wynnchurch Capital, LLC

Chris Killackey, Executive Committee
Prairie Capital

Bradley S. Schmarak, Executive Committee 
Reed Smith LLP



NKFI STAFF
Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop, 
FACHE
Chief Executive Officer

Sara Jane Castro 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications 

Rachel DePauw, MPH, CAE
Senior Director of Programs 

Monica Fox
Director of Outreach & 
Government Relations 

Sheilla Ntambo, CPA
Senior Director of Finance & 
Administration 

Wesley Bauer, M. Ed.
Development Manager

Jocelyn Cervantes
Office & Finance Administrator

Katarina Crook
Special Events Cordinator

Gerardo Huerta
Senior Outreach Cordinator

Hailey Justes
Special Events Coordinator

Angelique Marseille, MA, QMHP
Program Manager

Harry Morris
KidneyMobile Driver

Melisa Prest, DCN, MS, RDN, 
CSR, LDN
Foundation Dietitian

Steve Samuels
Community Outreach Coordinator

Cody Swinney
Marketing & Communications 
Coordinator

Kathleen Toledano
Office & Finance Administrator

Regina White, CNA, CPT
KidneyMobile Manager

Allie Widmer
Special Events Manager



215 West Illinois Street
Suite 1C
Chicago, IL 60654 
nkfi.org

The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois 
improves the health and well-being of people 
at risk for or affected by kidney disease through 
prevention, education and empowerment.


