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Resiliency, Reconnection and Reimagination
As an organization, a state, a country, and globally, we faced 
unprecedented challenges in 2020 and continue to experience 
their impact in 2021. Adapting, anticipating, and leading through 
change has become the standard in a year spearheaded by the 
emergence of the coronavirus and the resulting COVID-19 disease, 
significant economic challenges, and renewed more passionate 
focus on social justice and health equity. Through it all, supporting 
our at-risk communities, advocating for access to treatment and 
medications, providing evidenced based education to our kidney 
patients on the impact of COVID-19 on their health, and executing 
referrals to needed resources, all while maintaining a commitment 
to the stability and safety of our Team NKFI staff, remained key 
priorities. With every opportunity to connect and “reconnect” 
internally and externally, the phenomenal stories shared with us 
from kidney patients at all stages along the care continuum, from 
caregivers, and from organizational partners have continued to 
inspire and inform us all. 

Despite the tremendous challenges our team stayed true to our 
mission during FY 2021 and reached over 13,000 Illinoisans through 
our virtual educational programs, outreach initiatives, nutritional 
consults and fundraising events along with continuing professional 
programming and funding of key research initiatives. Additionally, 
we provided personal safety kits and educational materials to over 
5,000 households in partnership with food and housing insecurity 

events in support of the COVID-19 pandemic public health response.  
The changing science in the study of kidney disease with a trajectory 
toward kidney health, the engagement of social media with the 
capacity to reach millions within the state of Illinois with educational 
messaging, and calls for action and advocacy toward meaningful 
changes in public health policy all represent opportunities to effect 
positive change.  With the guidance of our Board of Directors, the 
generosity of our donors, the collaboration of existing and new 
partners, and the dedication of our staff, NKFI remains in a strong 
position to advance our mission in these areas and others as we 
emerge and look forward.

We reflect on this past year and embark on the one ahead with a 
sincere appreciation for our kidney communities, our supporters 
and donors, our staff, our Board and all other partners in this 
journey.  We applaud and value you all.  We will move forward 
together with resilience and purpose and impact.  
 
Sincerely,  

Tipu Puri, MD, PhD    
NKFI Board President

A MESSAGE FROM 
LEADERSHIP

Jacqueline Burgess-
Bishop, FACHE
CEO- NKFI



NKFI STATS 
AT A GLANCE

6,000+6,000+  PANDEMIC RELIEF KITS DISTRIBUTED
  344344  PARTICIPANTS SCREENED for kidney disease, diabetes & hypertension*
        54 %54 % with at least one ABNORNAL RESULT
          

participants viewed 
our VIRTUAL 
PATIENT PROGRAMS

$201,000$201,000
states represented at the virtual 
WALK FOR KIDNEYS

RENAL PROFESSIONALS 
attended virtual continuing 
education events 196196   WITNESS SLIPS signed in support of 

  bills SB2501 and SB1918 

61%61%  INCREASE in advocate participation 

2424
280280

11,67711,677
awarded in 
RESEARCH 
GRANTS

*KidneyMobile® screenings were extremely limited during the height of the COVID-19 
pandemic, resulting in fewer screenings held. See page 11 for more information.



STORIES OF 
IMPACT

The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois is able to improve the lives of 
patients and families touched by kidney disease with the help of supporters 
like you. Your passion and generosity creates valuable patient resources, 
and every gift you make brings Illinois one step closer to a future free from 
kidney disease.



MEETING VULNERABLE 
COMMUNITIES WHERE THEY ARE 
When the pandemic temporarily halted our ability 
to conduct regular KidneyMobile® screenings, our 
KidneyMobile® and Outreach teams got to work 
finding another way to reach vulnerable populations 
with the message of kidney health. The solution was 
simple but the impact was great.  

In Spring 2020, we partnered with community outreach 
groups to create the KidneyMobile® Pandemic 
Relief Initiative. Deploying the KidneyMobile® 
screening vehicle to the city’s hardest hit areas, we 
distributed relief kits with essential hygiene items, 
personal protective equipment, and valuable health 
information in both English and Spanish about chronic 
kidney disease and its major precursors, diabetes 
and hypertension. In FY2021, we conducted over 
40 pandemic outreach events and distributed more 
than 6,000 relief kits to households seeking support 
in high-need areas and disproportionately impacted 
communities of color.



Louie Lockwood and his dad 
entertained participants at the 

virtual 2020 Walk for Kidneys by 
demonstrating how to prepare a 
kidney-friendly snack. At just 10 
years old, Louie was one of the 

Walk’s top fundraisers! 



In August 2020, we launched a new podcast, 
sponsored by Donate Life Illinois. The show, 
The Journey Continues, is committed to 
promoting kidney health and organ donation 
through powerful stories. Hosted primarily by 
Monica Fox, a kidney transplant recipient and 
our Director of Outreach and Government 
Relations, the series features the journeys of 
kidney patients, transplant recipients, donor 
families and industry experts who continue 
to educate the community through their 
own experiences and stories.

One such story is that of Aaron and Tonya 

Rhoden. Married for just a few years, they 
learned Aaron would need a kidney transplant. 
Tonya was a match! Unfortunately, doctors 
advised her that they were unable to accept 
her donation until she decreased her BMI 
and improved her A1C.  She worked with our 
Foundation Dietitian Dr. Melissa Prest and a 
few months later, their transplant surgeries 
were completed successfully.  

Twenty-four episodes are currently available 
for download on YouTube, Apple Podcasts, 
Spotify, and all other podcasting platforms. 

REACHING NEW AUDIENCES



Participants in our Living with 
Kidney Foundation of Illinois 
voted in a poll to keep the 

program’s name. With the help 
of kidney patient and graphic 
designer Chelsie Tamms, we 

refreshed the program’s logo 
and unveiled the new look at the 

virtual program.  



PASSAGE OF THE IMMUNO BILL
 
A patient with kidney disease has their dialysis 
treatments paid 100% by Medicare. Medicare will 
also pay for a kidney transplant. However, until 
the Immuno Bill passed, these kidney recipients 
only received immunosuppressive drug coverage 
for 36 months after transplant. If a recipient did 
not have alternative health insurance or did not 
otherwise qualify for Medicare, they lost their 
medication coverage.

The problem was obvious, as these medications 
are required for the transplant’s life, and for the 
past two decades, we’ve advocated with the 
American Society of Transplantation to end the 
arbitrary 36-month limit and include lifelong 
coverage in this policy. In December 2020, the 
most significant legislative victory for the kidney 
and transplant community in over ten years was 
finally passed! 

Illinois Senator Dick Durbin (pictured) was one of 
the bill’s co-sponsors and champions through the 
legislative process. 



FY 2021 was all about pivoting 
and learning! While most of our 
programs and events took place 

virtually, our golf events were 
able to take place in person with 

additional safety measures in 
place. These events are integral 

to keeping our programs free for 
patients and families.



In April of 2020, we launched the first of three 
(and counting!) virtual Take Charge: Chronic 
Disease Self Management Programs. Led 
by trained facilitators, this free, eight-week-
long workshop is for participants who are 
in various stages of Chronic Kidney Disease.  
The program helps patients focus on overall 
healthy living, as well as kidney-specific 
needs.    

One participant said, “my experience was 
something that was both educational and 
life-changing. I’m very determined to stay 
the course with eating healthy and limiting 

my protein intake. Before embarking on this 
8 week journey, I was depressed in learning 
that my kidney function had declined.  
However, this was due to exercising to the 
extreme without proper hydration. When 
asked if I would like to participate in the Take 
Charge program, I was elated to know that I 
would be sharing my story with people like 
myself... I felt right at home. Their stories not 
only inspired me, but made me realized that 
I have CKD [chronic kidney disease], but CKD 
doesn’t have me. Take Charge has changed 
my life!”

TAKING CHARGE OF KIDNEY HEALTH



On December 27, 2020, board 
member Paul Temcio passed 

away. Paul was a husband, father, 
and transplant recipient who was 
committed to the NKFI mission 
of prevention, education, and 
empowerment. He is deeply 
missed by all who knew him.



NKFI BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Physicians, medical experts, business leaders, patients, and caregivers make 
up the FY2021 Board of Directors. They offer their expertise, guidance, and 
personal experiences to enrich the NKFI. 

Tipu Puri, MD, PhD, President 
University of Chicago Medicine

Jill M. Schaaf, Vice President

James Easterbrook, Secretary
Fresenius Kidney Care 

Brian O’Dea, Treasurer
Nephrology Associates of Northern 
Indiana & Illinois

Shubhada Ahya, MD, Professional 
Advisory Board Chair
Northwestern Memorial Hospital  

Andrew J. Aronson, MD, MBA, 
MPH

Divya Jain Arwindekar, DO  
Loyola University Medical Center

Gavin Campbell  
Baxter International Inc.

Renee Fung, RD, CSR, LDN, ICRN 
Chair
Concerto 

Matt Gilbert
Green Door Capital 

Tara Goff Kamradt  
Nephrology Associates of Northern 
Illinois and Indiana

Gregory Kent  
Red Bull

Sydney Lane 
Kellogg Board Fellow

Holly Mattix-Kramer, MD, MPH   
Loyola University Medical Center

Pamela A. McElvane, MBA, MA, 
PCC
Diversity MBA Media

Amit Mehta 
Paul Hastings

Deepak Mital, MD, MBA, FACS, 
FRCS 
Advocate Christ Medical Center

Shauna Phillips, LCSW, ICNSW 
Chair 
Fresenius Kidney Care

Mike Schrader  
NxStage

Mark Schwartz  
Morgan Stanley Wealth 
Management

Andres Serrano, MD  
Mount Sinai Hospital

Robyn Sexton, MBA  
Phabulous Foods, LLC

Dinee Simpson, MD 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital

Kareen Simpson, MD  
Associates in Nephrology

Susan V. Sullivan  
Mercer

Amanda Tilton, DNP, MSN, 
MBA, RN 
DaVita

Kristin Martin Uebel, MBA, MM, 
HEA, BSN, RN, CNN, ICNNT Chair  
Renaissance Management 
Company



PROFESSIONAL 
ADVISORY BOARD 
LEADERSHIP
Shubhada Ahya, MD, Chair
Northwestern University Medicine

Sanjeev Akkina, MD, Research Chair
Loyola University Medical Center 

Benjamin Ko, MD 
University of Chicago 
 
Stephen Korbet, MD 
Rush University Medical Center 
 
Veeda Landeras, MD 
Associates in Nephrology

Claudia Lora, MD 
University of Illinois Health

Kevin Myrie, MD 
Nephrology Associates of Northern Indiana 
and Illinois 

Jay Paparello, MD 
Northwestern University Medicine

Tammy Poma, NP 
University of Chicago Medicine

Madhav Rao, MD 
Associates in Nephrology

Ana Ricardo, MD, MPH, MS 
University of Illinois Health

Suneel Udani, MD 
Nephrology Associates of Northern Indiana 
and Illinois 

Kavitha Vellanki, MD 
Loyola University Medical Center

MIDDLE MARKET OPEN 
LEADERSHIP
Jim Rolfe, Chair
CIBC 

Dan Kehoe, Co-Vice Chair
Goldman Sachs

Christopher McClure, Co-Vice Chair
Crowe LLP

Amit Mehta, Immediate Past Chair
Paul Hastings, LLP 

Duncan Bourne, Executive Committee
Wynnchurch Capital, LLC

Chris Killackey, Executive Committee
Prairie Capital

Bradley S. Schmarak, Executive Committee 
Reed Smith LLP



NKFI STAFF
Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop, 
FACHE
Chief Executive Officer

Sheilla Ntambo, CPA
Senior Director of Finance & 
Administration 

Rachel DePauw, MPH, CAE
Senior Director of Programs 

Heidi Merritt
Senior Director of Development

Monica Fox
Director of Outreach & 
Government Relations

Sara Jane Castro 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications 

Wesley Bauer, M. Ed.
Development Associate

Anna Dudt
Volunteer & Board Engagement 
Coordinator

Gerardo Huerta
Outreach Cordinator

Angelique Marseille, MA, QMHP
Program Manager

Harry Morris
KidneyMobile Driver

Olivia Nicoletti
Special Events Manager

Melisa Prest, DCN, MS, RDN, 
CSR, LDN
Foundation Dietitian

Keena Preston
Outreach Coordinator 

Mateo Solis Rueda, MPH
Programs Associate

Kathleen Toledano
Office & Finance Administrator

Regina White, CNA, CPT
KidneyMobile Manager

Allie Widmer
Special Events Coordinator



OUR FINANCIAL 
OVERVIEW

When you give a gift to the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois, you 
impact thousands of lives across the state of Illinois. Your support for 
our mission allows us to provide free community health programs, drive 
research, and advance patient care and treatment. 



CONTRIBUTIONS
Contributions & Bequests $293,560
Special Events $601,416

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
Government Grants $280,689
Program Services $593,645

Total Grants & Contributions $1,769,310
OTHER REVENUES

Other $210,348
Net Investment Gain $1,312,322

Total Other Revenue $1,522,670

TOTAL REVENUES AND SUPPORT
$3,291,980

SUPPORT & REVENUE

Total Income
$3,291,980

Total Expenses
$2,283,103

OPERATING EXPENSES
Program Services $1,695,836
Fundraising Expenses $349,512
Management & General $237,755

TOTAL EXPENSES
$2,283,103

EXPENSES

TOTAL YEAR-END NET ASSETS*
$7,589,993

*The net assets of a nonprofit organization are the value 
of the organization’s assets minus its liabilities



$100,000+
The Barbara Goldsmith Trust

$50,000-$99,999
Mr. Richard Horwich

$25,000-$49,999
Mr. Richard Noel

$10,000-$24,999
Mr. Christopher Killackey
Dr. Holly Kramer
Mr. Paul Loeb
Ms. Jill Schaaf 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark L. 

Schwartz

$5,000-$9,999
Dr. Stephen Jensik
Mr. Thomas Krisch
Dr. Arthur Morris
Mrs. and Mrs. Steve and 

Christa Leyendecker 
Mr. Christopher McClure
Michael and Meeghan 

Nemeroff Charitable Fund
Estate of Richard C. 

Skagenberg
Mr. Peter Zimmerer

$2,500-$4,999
Mrs. Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop
Ms. Mary Kay Gibbons

Dr. Ashutosh Gupta
Dr. Ronald and Diane 

Hamburger
Mr. Thomas E. Hill
Mr. Brian Littleton
Richard James McCann 

Foundation
Mr. Thomas Newton
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary and 

Mary Noel-Stefan 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian and Tammi 

O’Dea
Mr. Harlan F. Rant
Dr. Andres Serrano

$2,000-$2,499
Dr. Yolanda Becker
Dr. and Mrs. Michael J. and 

Dorothy Carbon 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Cizzon
Ms. Judith Jaros
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Parker 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome and Lee 

Ann Piszczor 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerold Sider
Ms. Susan Sullivan

$1,000-$1,999
Ms. Maria Aguado
Drs. Amit and Divya 

Arwindekar
Mr. Grant Bagan
Mr. Thomas G. Baker

Dr. George Bakris
Dr. and Ms. Arnold and 

Sharyn Berns
Mr. Nathan Brown
Ms. Beverly Bystricky
Mr. Gavin Campbell
Mr. Christopher Coordes
Ms. Annelise Cox
Dr. Paul Crawford
Mr. Tim Cummins
Dr. Ravi K. Damaraju
Ms. Kathryn J. Doty
Mr. Scott Downing
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and 

Deborah Egan
Ms. Paula Fasseas
Mr. Fred Fisher
Mr. David Florent
Mr. Jerrold Frumm
Mr. Jake Gregorich
Ms. Stephanie Hibicke
Ms. Dreina Lewis
Mr. and Ms. David and Sallye 

Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce and Teri 

Mason
Mr. William Pullia
Dr. Tipu Puri
Ms. Patricia Raphael
Mr. and Ms. Jim and Alyne 

Rolfe
William & Mary Ryan 

Charitable Foundation

Mr. Brad Schmarak
Adil Siddiqui
Mr. Steve Sider
Dr. Kareen Simpson
Slovak American Charitable 

Association
Mr. David Stone
Mr. David Stott
Tekla Syers
Mr. Nick Vannewkirk
Ms. Kathleen Veach
Mr. Vinod Venugopal
Mr. Karl Vermillion
Mr. Jeremy Watson
Mr. Andrew Weil
Samuel Weinstein Family 

Foundation

INDIVIDUALS, TRUSTS & FAMILY FOUNDATIONS



$200,000+
Treasurer of the State of 

Illinois

$50,000-$199,999
Gift of Hope Organ & TIssue 

Donor Network

$25,000-$49,999
Baxter Healthcare Inc.
Fresenius Medical Care
Katten, Muchin, Rosenman 

Foundation, Inc.
Nephrology Associates of 

Northern Illinois and 
Indiana

Paul & Joan Rubschlager 
Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
AlixPartners, LLP
Ankura Consulting
Associates in Nephrology
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan 

& Aronoff LLP
BMO Harris Bank
CareDx
Chapman & Cutler LLP
CIBC
Crowe LLP
DaVita/Total Renal Care
Duff & Phelps, LLC
FTI Consulting, Inc.

Goldberg Kohn LTD
Jones Day
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
McGuireWoods
NxStage Medical, Inc.
Perkins Coie
PNC Business
Riveron Consulting, LLC
Sidley Austin Foundation 
The Vistria Group
Westlake Health Foundation
Wilmington Trust
Wind Point Partners
Winston & Strawn LLP
Zell Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Adovocate Aurora Medical 

Center
Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Amgen
Arvey Foundation
AstraZeneca
Baxter International 
Foundation Matching Gift 
Program
BDO
Belmont Bank & Trust
CAC Specialty
DLA Piper LLP
Enterprise Fleet Management, 

Inc. 
EPIQ Systems, Inc. 

Financial Investments 
Corporation

First Midwest Bank
Foley & Lardner, LLC
GlaxoSmithKline
Horizon Therapeutics
Horton Group
Hylant
Latham & Watkins LLP
Lockton Companies
Mayer Brown LLP
Merit Capital Partners
Mesirow Financial
Monroe Capital LLC
Morgan Stanley
Much Shelist
Neuberger Berman LLC
Newmark Knight Frank
Northern Trust Company
Oak Hill Advisors
Patriot Capital
Paul Hastings, LLP
Prudential
Reed Smith, LLP
RSM US, LLP
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
US Renal Care
Vedder Price
Wells Fargo Capital Finance
Wells Fargo Commercial 

Banking
Wynnchurch Capital

$2,000-$4,999
AbbVie Foundation Employee

Engagement Fund
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
Dialysis Care Center
Image Systems and Business 

Solutions LLC
Loyola University Medical 

Center
Mom’s Meals
Northwestern University
Pentec Health Inc. 
Southwest Nephrology 

Associates
Stout
Transplant Genomics
UI Health
University of Chicago

$1,000-$1,999
City Capital Advisors LLC
Concerto Renal Services
Kovler Family Foundation
La-Co Industries, Inc. 
Mid-America Transplant 

Services
Retrophin
Rush University Medical 

Center
Valuation Research Corporation

CORPORATE SUPPORTERS & EMPLOYEE FUNDS



215 West Illinois Street
Suite 1C
Chicago, IL 60654 
nkfi.org

The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois 
improves the health and well-being of people 
at risk for or affected by kidney disease through 
prevention, education and empowerment.


