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MESSAGE FROM LEADERSHIP

At the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois, we are a lifeline 
for all people affected by kidney disease. By removing barriers 
to early detection and diagnosis, we are giving patients the 
freedom to take control of their own health. Relentless in 
our work, we improve lives through action, education and 
accelerating change.

As you review this year’s annual report, remember all of the 
incredible work that has been done is because of you. Thank 
you for being a change-maker in the lives of those affected 
by this unforgiving disease. The kidney disease community 
inspires us to work harder every day, week, month and year to 
provide the necessary resources to those affected by kidney 
disease to live fuller lives. 

Again, thank you for your faith and support in our mission – 
we could not do what we do without you. 

Jacqueline Burgess-Bishop, FACHE Tipu Puri, M.D. PhD
Chief Executive Officer   Board President

OUR 
MISSION

The National Kidney 
Foundation of Illinois 
improves the health 
and well-being of 

people at risk for or 
affected by kidney 
disease through 

prevention, education 
and empowerment.

THIS YEAR AT A GLANCE
The stories on the next page give a small glimpse into the 
work your donation makes possible. 
Advocacy. We took two pieces of legislation to congress 
- The Living Donor Protection Act (which passed in May!) 
and The Donor Leave Tax Credit. These bills are integral to 
increasing the number of kidney transplants in Illinois. 
Research. Our Young Investigator and Medical Student 
grants assure that the future of nephrology is in good 
hands by encouraging bright medical professionals to 
pursue the field.
Education. Our free patient programs give those living with 
CKD and transplants hope, education and most importantly, 
community. 
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“Not everyone has the same 
chance I did to get a healthy 
kidney. I want to make sure that 
there are as many living donors 
as possible to help more people 
like me.” - Evan Simms, age 9
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About 3,400 people in 
Illinois await a kidney 
transplant—many for five 
years. Dr. Jason Wertheim, 
a past Young Investigator 
Grant recipient, is working 
to make new organs in the 
lab that could cut that wait.

Janet donated her kidney to 
Miguel after hearing more 
about living donation at our 
Viviendo con Enfermedad 
Renal y Trasplante program. 
They now advocate for 
living donation in the Latino 
community. 



FISCAL YEAR SERVICE IMPACT

57
KidneyMobile 
screenings

3,562
participants screened for 
hypertension, diabetes & 
kidney disease

41 advocates 
standing 
for kidneys 
on World 
Kidney Day

$69,000
awarded in 
research grants 

821
patients and 
caregivers educated 
at Living with 
Kidney Disease & 
Transplantation 
seminars

4,118
supporters at the 
Walk for Kidneys

had at least one 
abnormal result72%

433 renal 
professionals 

attended continuing 
education and 
networking events

immediately referred 
to care46%



GET INVOLVED
DONATE 

FINANCIALLY

LEAVE A 
LEGACY

ADVOCATE

VOLUNTEER

When you give to the National Kidney Foundation 
of Illinois, you fuel the future of scientific research, 
create resources for patients and their loved ones, 
and give hope to the millions of families that face 
the challenges of a diagnosis. nkfi.org

Making a planned gift to the National Kidney 
Foundation of Illinois in your will or estate plans 
will provide the Foundation with financial security, 
and provide you, your estate, and your heirs, 
significant tax/financial benefits. nkfi.org/legacy 

Policy has the power to protect our health, 
improve our communities and drive lasting 
change. The National Kidney Foundation of Illinois 
advocacy team empowers Illinois citizens to take 
informed action on local, state, and federal policies 
to create a better future for kidney patients 
nkfi.org/advocate

Whether you’re helping at an event, participating 
in advocacy activities, or assisting participants at 
a KidneyMobile screening, at the end of the day 
you’re making an impact in the lives of patients 
and families touched by kidney disease. 
nkfi.org/volunteer

For more ways to give and 
get involved, please visit 

nkfi.org or get in touch 
with our team at 

(312) 321-1500

renal 
professionals 
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FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
SUPPORT AND REVENUE    $2,512,195*

EXPENSES            $2,028,435

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 Contributions & Bequests        $248,877
 Special Events                 $832,378

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
 Government Grants                  $255,907
 Program Services                 $1,156,986
 
 Total Contributions       $2,494,148

OTHER REVENUES
 Other                                        $18,047*

 Total Other Revenue     $18,047

*Does not include -$18,295 net investment loss

OPERATING EXPENSES
 Program Services             $1,560,414
 Fundraising Expenses      $290,960
 Management & General  $177,061 

The NKFI operates on a fiscal year between April 1 and March 31.

BARBARA GOLDSMITH
Barbara Goldsmith generously left 
a portion of her estate to the NKFI. 
The funds donated support free 
educational programs like Living with 
Kidney Disease & Transplantation and 
free preventative screenings through 
the KidneyMobile program.  We are 
grateful that she chose to leave her 
legacy to the NKFI. 

ANDRES SERRANO, MD
Not only is Dr. Andres Serrano a committed 
nephrologist, board member and volunteer, 
he is also a monthly NKFI donor. Dr. Serrano 
says, “Automated monthly donations make 
giving to the NKFI so easy. I’m effortlessly 
affecting change.” 
To join our champion circle of monthly 
givers, visit nkfi.org/give-monthly.

1%



SUPPORTERS
ORGANIZATIONS

INDIVIDUALS

$50,000+
Gift of Hope Organ & Tissue Donor  
    Network
Katten, Muchin, Rosenman   
   Foundation
$25,000-$49,999
Associates in Nephrology
Baxter International, Inc.
Fresenius Medical Care
Nephrology Associates of Northern    
   Illinois & Indiana
Northwestern Medicine
PNC Financial Services
The University of Chicago Medicine
Winston & Strawn
$10,000-$24,999
Advocate Christ Medical Center
AlixPartners, LLP
Amgen
Baker Tilly
BDO
Benesch, Friedlander, Coplan & 
   Aronoff LLP
Benjamin B. Green-Field Foundation
CBRE
CIBC
Dialysis Care Center
First Midwest Bank
Foley & Lardner, LLC
FTI Consulting
Goldberg Kohn
Huron Consulting Group
Jones Day
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Loyola University Medical Center
Neuberger Berman
NxStage Medical 
Proskauer Rose LLP
Reed Smith LLP
RSM
Rush University Medical Center
Southwest Nephrology Associates
UI Health
Vedder Price
Wells Fargo
Wind Point Partners
$5,000-$9,999
AbbVie Foundation
Aileen S. Andrew Foundation
Ankura Counsulting
Arnold & Porter
Belmont Bank & Trust
CareDx
Chapman & Cutler LLP
Citigroup
Crowe
Dentons
DLA Piper LLP
Duff & Phelps
Enterprise Fleet Management
EPIQ Systems, Inc.
FGMK Insurance
HUB International
Jenner & Block
JLT Specialty Insurance Services Inc.
The Jordan Company
Konica Minolta
LaSalle Capital Group

Latham & Watkins LLP
Lincoln International 
Livingstone Partners
Macquarie Group
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Mayer Brown
Merrill Corporation
Mesirow Financial
Moelis & Company
Monroe Capital LLC
Morgan Stanley
Northern Trust
Perkins Coie LLP
Plante Moran
Prairie Capital
Prime Clerk
Reed Construction
Regions Bank
Relypsa, Inc.
Retrophin, Inc. 
Sanofi Genzyme
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Shorehill Capital
Sidley Austin Foundation 
SRS Acquiom
Stout
Stretto
Thompson Flanagan
UW Health University
Whiting Law Group
William Blair & Company
Willis Towers Watson
Wintrust Financial Corporation
Wynnchurch Capital

$750,000+
Estate of Barbara Goldsmith
$25,000-$49,999
Richard Noel
Paul & Joan Rubschlager
Mark & Judy Schwartz
$10,000-$24,999
Ashutosh Gupta, MD
Christopher Killackey
Curt Kramer & Holly Mattix-Kramer, MD
Paul Loeb
Zell Family Foundation
$5,000-$9,999
Joseph Andrea
Jeffrey & Denise Dickson
Ronald Hamburger, MD
Thomas E. Hill

Stephen C. Jensik, MD
Amit Mehta
Arthur M. Morris, MD
Harlan F. Rant
Bradley Roberts
Jill Schaaf
Bradley Schmarak & Gina Propp-
    Schmarak
Andres Serrano, MD
David Smalstig
Jeffrey Stern
Philip Scott von Fischer
Allen Weaver
$2,500-$4,999
Roger Archibald
Andrew J. Aronson, MD
Robert A. Bartell

Michael Brock
Ryan Deegan
Matthew & Meg Gilbert
Brian Hahn
Adam Hellebrand
Eric Landau
Steven J. Leyendecker
James McGhee
Kevin Miller
Jason Morelli
Michael & Meghan Nemeroff
Brian O’Dea
Dennis & Phyllis Propp
Scott Schuster
Chris & Karen Segal
Susan Sullivan
Dan Wikel


