The Honorable [name]

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC  20515

Dear Representative [  ]:

I am contacting you to request that you cosponsor important legislation for chronic kidney disease patients.  The “Comprehensive Immunosuppressive Drug Coverage for Kidney Transplant Patients Act of 2011,” to be introduced by Representatives Burgess and Kind following the congressional August Recess, will help kidney transplant recipients obtain the life-saving immunosuppressive medications that are necessary to maintain the viability of their new kidney.

Individuals with chronic kidney failure require kidney dialysis or a transplant to survive, and are eligible for Medicare regardless of age or other disability.  There is no time limit on Medicare coverage for dialysis patients; however, transplant recipients who are not aged or disabled retain Medicare eligibility only for 36 months following their transplants.  After their Medicare ends, they often face the challenge of obtaining group health insurance or other coverage, greatly increasing the risk of organ rejection if they cannot afford their required medications.  If the transplanted kidney fails, they return to dialysis or receive another transplant, both of which are more costly (Medicare spends about $71,000 annually on a dialysis patient and about $17,000 per year for a kidney transplant recipient).  
The legislation continues Medicare only for immunosuppressive medications, and coverage for any other health needs would end 36 months after the transplant.  It also requires group health plans to maintain coverage of immunosuppressive drugs if they presently include such a benefit in their coverage.  This bill will help improve long term transplant outcomes, enable more kidney patients who lack adequate insurance to consider transplantation, and reduce the number of kidney patients who require another transplant.  Nobody should lose a transplant because they are not able to pay for the drugs to maintain it.  On behalf of thousands of transplant recipients, I respectfully request your support of this legislation.
Sincerely,
.

