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Illinois Diabetes Policy Coalition  

Who We Are 

The Illinois Diabetes Policy Coalition (IDPC) is an independent consortium of healthcare organizations 

who have joined together to advocate on behalf of people with diabetes and who suffer diabetes 

complications.  The IDPC is your source for unbiased information on diabetes education and care. 

 

Why We Exist 

The mission of the Illinois Diabetes Policy Coalition (IDPC) is to engage in policy activities and support 

initiatives that: 

• reduce the burden of diabetes and are evidence-based 

• thoughtfully address the health disparity associated with diabetes 

• improve diabetes prevention methods and increase access to education and early detection. 

 

Member Agencies 

Access Community Health Network 

American Association of Diabetes Educators 

American Diabetes Association 

American Heart Association 

Buena Vista Optical 

Cook County Health & Hospitals System 

Friend Family Health Center 

Illinois African American Coalition for Prevention 

Illinois Department of Public Health: Illinois Diabetes Prevention & Control Program 

Illinois Pharmacist Association of Self Management Programs 

Lifescan 

Eli Lilly and Company, USA 

Merck and Company, Inc. 

National Kidney Foundation of Illinois 

Pfizer, Inc. 

Prevent Blindness America 

Sanofi-Aventis, US 

University of Chicago Diabetes Research and Training Center 
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Co-Chairs: (2 year commitment: Year 1, Term 1) 

Kate O’Connor  

National Kidney Foundation of Illinois  

E: koconnor@nkfi.org  

P: 312.321.1500, Ext. 228 

 

Nicole Sisen   

National Kidney Foundation of Illinois  

E: nsisen@nkfi.org  

P: 312.321.1500, Ext. 246 

 

Secretary: (2 year commitment: Year 1, Term 1) 

Jackie Ross 

American Diabetes Association 

Ph:  312.346.1805, ext. 6581 

E:  JRoss@diabetes.org 

 

Public Relations/Marketing: (2 years commitment: Year 1, Term 1) 

Jennifer Pennock 

Prevent Blindness America 

E: JPennock@preventblindness.org  

P:  312.363.6037 

 

Advocacy Co-Chairs (2 year commitment: Year 1, Term 1) 

Harlene Pearlman, RN, CDE 

hpearlmanrn@comcast.net  

 

Fernand Jimenez 

Illinois Optometrist 

feroptic@gmail.com  

 

Membership: (2 year commitment: Year 1, Term 1) 

Marla Solomon RD, CDE 

American Association of Diabetes Educators-Chicago 

E: marla@mcsolomon.com   

P:  847.401.1442 

Newsletter Editor(s) 

Rosemary Jaffe 

American Heart Association 

E: rj481952@comcast.net 

 

Assistants to Newsletter Editor 

Maryrose Nauss 

E: mroseshanks@yahoo.com  

Carlton Shanks 

E: carltonshanks@yahoo.com  

 

Legislative Chair 

Martin N. Matthews  

Merck & Co., Inc.  

E:  martin_matthews@merck.com     

P:  630-654-6582  

C:  630-740-5743 

 


